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Trees and Amputees 
—On the Way with Jesus, in Jerusalem: Week 3— 

Mark 11:12–14, 20–25 (ESV) 
 

I.  Fruitlessness and _____________________ 

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was 

hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to 

see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found 

nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said 

to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples 

heard it. 

[…] 
20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 

away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, 

“Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”  

 

II. _____________________________ and Prayer 
22 And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.  
 

23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 

and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but 

believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 

him.  
 

24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you 

have received it, and it will be yours.  

 

III. ____________________________ and Prayer 
25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may 

forgive you your trespasses.” 
 
 

The Bottom Line 
**_______ Big, _________ and _____________** 

 

…by praying every _______________________. 

…by setting aside ___ prolonged _________________ week. 

…by using the Lord’s Prayer as __________ (Matt 6:9-13).  

…by using Eph 3:16-20 to _________________________. 
 

The Problem of Unanswered Prayer in 

Light of Jesus’ Promise in Mark 11:22–24 
 

Argument One: Jesus’ Teaching is Rhetorical Hyperbole and Should not be 

Pressed Literally in Every Circumstance 

• A clue is that moving mountains is impossible, and we’ve never seen 

anyone doing it—including Jesus. 

 

• Jesus elsewhere uses and exaggerated teaching style that is hyperbolic 

and exaggerated and that should not be taken literally: 

o Cut off hands (Mk 9:42-48) 

o Calling someone “fool” is guilty (Matt 5:22; cf. 23:17) 

o Righteousness beyond the Pharisees’ (Matt 5:20) 

o The mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds (Mk 4:31) 

o It is impossible for rich people to be saved (Mk 10:25) 

o We must hate our parents (Luke 14:26) 

 

Argument Two: Widening our Lens to See the Broader Biblical Teaching 

on Prayer Provides Important Context 

• Answered prayer also depends on the fulfillment of other requirements 

beyond faith: 

o Not asking selfishly (James 4:2-3) 

o Asking in Jesus’ name (John 14:13-14) 

o Praying according to God’s will (1 John 5:14) 

o Personal righteousness (James 5:16) 

 

• Unanswered Prayer of Godly People in the Bible Shows that 

Sometimes Prayer Goes Unanswered 

o Unanswered Prayers of Jesus: (Mark 14:36; John 20:20-23) 

o Unanswered Prayers of Paul: (2 Cor 12:7-10) 

 

Argument Three: Unanswered Prayer is a Subcategory of the Problem of 

Evil and Suffering, and can be Similarly Considered 

• The argument against God goes something like this: 

o God is all-powerful and promises to answer prayer. 

o If God promises to answer prayer, he would answer prayer if 

he could, and since he is all powerful he certainly can. 

o Therefore that God doesn’t answer all prayer proves that this 

God is imaginary.  

 

• But this argument actually has a hidden premise, and once we expose 

it, it changes the argument significantly: 

o Hidden premise: “an all-powerful God who promises to 

answer prayer could not have a morally sufficient reason to 

not answer some prayer.”  

• But this does not hold—we can suggest some plausible morally-

sufficient reasons why an all-powerful God might not choose to answer 

certain prayers (or might not be able to).  


